
 
Amendments to the Code of Sports-related Arbitration 

(in force as from 1.1.2012) 
 

 

 

 

S5  The members of the ICAS are appointed for a renewable period of four years. Such 

nominations shall take place during the last year of the four-year cycle. 

 

(...) 

 

(...) 

 

If a member of the ICAS resigns, dies or is prevented from carrying out his functions 

for any other reason, he is replaced, for the remaining period of his mandate, in 

conformity with the terms applicable to his appointment. 

 

(...). 

 

 

 

S6 The ICAS exercises the following functions: 

 

1. (...); 

2. It elects from among its members for a renewable period of four years: 

• the President,  

• two Vice-Presidents who shall replace the President if necessary, by 

order of seniority in age; if the office of President becomes vacant, the 

senior Vice-President shall exercise the functions and responsibilities 

of the President until the election of the new President, 

• the President of the Ordinary Arbitration Division and the President of 

the Appeals Arbitration Division of the CAS, 

• the deputies of the two Division Presidents who can replace them in the 

event they are prevented from carrying out their functions; 

The election of the President and of the Vice-Presidents shall take place after 

consultation with the IOC, the ASOIF, the AIOWF and the ANOC. 

The election of the President, Vice-Presidents, Division Presidents and their 

deputies shall take place at the ICAS meeting following the appointment of the 

ICAS members for a period of four years [at the last ICAS plenary meeting 

before the end of the four-year cycle]. 

3. (...) 

 

 

 

S8 1. (...) 

2. (...) 



3. Any ICAS member is eligible to be a candidate for the ICAS Presidency. 

Registration for candidature shall be made in writing and filed with the 

Secretary General no later than four [six] months prior to the election meeting. 

The election of the ICAS President shall take place at the ICAS meeting 

following the appointment of the ICAS members for a period of four years. 

The quorum [required at a meeting for the election of the ICAS President] is 

three quarters of the ICAS members. The President is elected by an absolute 

majority of the members present. If there is more than one candidate for the 

position of President, successive rounds of voting shall be organized. The 

candidate having the least number of votes in each round shall be eliminated. 

In the case of a tie among two or more candidates, a vote between those 

candidates shall be organized and the candidate having the lesser number of 

votes shall be eliminated. If following this subsequent vote, there is still a tie, 

the candidate(s) who has (have) seniority of age is (are) selected. 

(...) 

4. (...) 

 

  

 

S12  The CAS sets in operation Panels which have the task of providing for the resolution 

by arbitration and/or mediation of disputes arising within the field of sport in 

conformity with the Procedural Rules (Articles R27 et seq.). 

 

To this end, the CAS attends to the constitution of Panels and the smooth running of 

the proceedings. It places the necessary infrastructure at the disposal of the parties.  

 

The responsibilities of such Panels are, inter alia: 

 

a. to resolve the disputes that are referred to them through ordinary arbitration ; 

b. to resolve through the appeals arbitration procedure disputes concerning the 

decisions of federations, associations or other sports-related bodies, insofar as 

the statutes or regulations of the said sports-related bodies or a specific 

agreement so provide ; 

c. to give non-binding advisory opinions at the request of the IOC, the IFs, the 

NOCs, the World Anti-Doping Agency (“WADA”), the associations 

recognized by the IOC and the Olympic Games Organizing Committees 

(“OCOGs”). 

 

 

 

S14 In establishing the list of CAS arbitrators, the ICAS shall call upon personalities with 

full legal training, recognized competence with regard to sports law and/or 

international arbitration, a good knowledge of sport in general and a good command of 

at least one CAS working language, whose names and qualifications are brought to the 

attention of the ICAS, including by the IOC, the IFs and the NOCs. In addition, the 

ICAS shall respect, in principle, the following distribution: 

 



• 1/5th of the arbitrators selected from among the persons proposed by the IOC, 

chosen from within its membership or from outside; 

• 1/5th of the arbitrators selected from among the persons proposed by the IFs, 

chosen from within their membership or outside; 

• 1/5th of the arbitrators selected from among the persons proposed by the 

NOCs, chosen from within their membership or outside; 

• 1/5th of the arbitrators chosen, after appropriate consultations, with a view to 

safeguarding the interests of the athletes; 

• 1/5th of the arbitrators chosen from among persons independent of the bodies 

responsible for proposing arbitrators in conformity with the present article.] 

  

 

 

R35 Removal 

 

An arbitrator may be removed by the ICAS if he refuses to or is prevented from 

carrying out his duties or if he fails to fulfil his duties pursuant to the present Code 

within a reasonable time. The ICAS may exercise such power through its Board in 

accordance with the Statutes which form part of this Code. The Board shall invite the 

parties, the arbitrator in question and the other arbitrators to submit written comments 

and shall give brief reasons for its decision. 

 

 

 

 

R39 Initiation of the Arbitration by the CAS and Answer – CAS Jurisdiction 

 

Unless it is apparent from the outset that there is manifestly no arbitration agreement 

referring to the CAS, the CAS Court Office shall take all appropriate actions to set the 

arbitration in motion. To this effect, it shall in particular communicate the request to 

the Respondent, call upon the parties to express themselves on the law applicable to 

the merits of the dispute and set time limits for the Respondent to submit any relevant 

information about the number and choice of the arbitrator(s), in particular to appoint 

an arbitrator from the CAS list, as well as to file an answer to the request for 

arbitration. The answer shall contain : 

 

• a brief statement of the defence; 

• any defence of lack of jurisdiction; 

• any counterclaim. 

 

 The Respondent may request that the time limit for the filing of the answer be fixed 

after the payment by the Claimant of the advance of costs provided by Art. R64.2 of 

this Code. 

 

The Panel shall rule on its own jurisdiction. It shall rule on its jurisdiction irrespective 

of any legal action already pending before a State court or another arbitral tribunal 

relating to the same object between the same parties, unless substantive grounds 

require a suspension of the proceedings. 

 



When an objection to the CAS jurisdiction is raised, the CAS Court Office or the 

Panel, if already constituted, shall invite the parties to file written submissions on the 

CAS jurisdiction. In general, the arbitral tribunal may rule on its jurisdiction either in a 

preliminary decision or in an award on the merits. 

 

Where a party files a request for arbitration related to an arbitration agreement and 

facts similar to those being the subject of a pending ordinary procedure before the 

CAS, the President of the Panel, or if he has not yet been appointed, the President of 

the Division, may, after consulting the parties, decide to consolidate the two 

procedures.  

 

 

 

R40.2 Appointment of the Arbitrators 

 

The parties may agree on the method of appointment of the arbitrators from the CAS 

list. In the absence of an agreement, the arbitrators shall be appointed in accordance 

with the following paragraphs. 

 

(...) 

 

 

 

R44.2  Hearing 

 

[Once the exchange of pleadings is closed, ]The President of the Panel shall issue 

directions with respect to the hearing as soon as possible and in particular set the 

hearing date. As a general rule, there shall be one hearing during which the Panel 

hears the parties, the witnesses and the expert as well as the parties’ final oral 

arguments, for which the Respondent has the floor last.  

 

The President of the Panel shall conduct the hearing and ensure that the statements 

made are concise and limited to the subject of the written presentations, to the extent 

that these presentations are relevant. Unless the parties agree otherwise, the hearings 

are not public. Minutes of the hearing may be taken. Any person heard by the Panel 

may be assisted by an interpreter at the cost of the party which called such person. 

 

The parties call to be heard by the Panel such witnesses and experts which they have 

specified in their written submissions. The parties are responsible for the availability 

and costs of the witnesses and experts called to be heard. 

 

The President of the Panel may [exceptionally] decide to conduct a hearing by video-

conference or to hear some parties, witnesses and experts via tele- or video-

conference. With the agreement of the parties, he may also exempt a witness/expert 

from appearing at the hearing if the latter has previously filed a statement. 

 

 (...) 

 

 

 



 

R55 Answer of the Respondent – CAS Jurisdiction 

 

Within twenty days from the receipt of the grounds for the appeal, the Respondent 

shall submit to the CAS an answer containing : 

 

• a statement of defence; 

• any defence of lack of jurisdiction; 

• any exhibits or specification of other evidence upon which the Respondent 

intends to rely, including the names of the witnesses and experts whom he 

intends to call; the witness statements, if any, shall be filed together with the 

answer, unless the President of the Panel decides otherwise. 

 

If the Respondent fails to submit its response by the given time limit, the Panel may 

nevertheless proceed with the arbitration and deliver an award. 

 

The Respondent may request that the time limit for the filing of the answer be fixed 

after the payment by the Appellant of the advance of costs in accordance with Art. 

R64.2 of this Code. 

 

The Panel shall rule on its own jurisdiction. It shall rule on its jurisdiction irrespective 

of any legal action already pending before a State court or another arbitral tribunal 

relating to the same object between the same parties, unless substantive grounds 

require a suspension of the proceedings. 

 

When an objection to the CAS jurisdiction is raised, the CAS Court Office or the 

Panel, if already constituted, shall invite the parties to file written submissions on the 

CAS jurisdiction. In general, the arbitral tribunal may rule on its jurisdiction either in a 

preliminary decision or in an award on the merits. 

 

 

 

 

D Special Provisions Applicable to the Consultation Proceedings 

 

 

R60 Request for Opinion 

 

The IOC, the IFs, the NOCs, WADA and the organizations recognized by the IOC and 

the OCOGs, may request an advisory opinion from the CAS about any legal issue with 

respect to the practice or development of sport or any activity related to sport. The 

request for an opinion shall be addressed to the CAS and accompanied by any 

document likely to assist the Panel entrusted with giving the opinion. 

 

 
R61 Initiation by the CAS 

 

When a request is filed, the CAS President shall review whether it may be the subject 

of an opinion. In the affirmative, he shall proceed with the formation of a Panel of one 

or three arbitrators from the CAS list and designate the President. He shall formulate, 



at his own discretion, the questions submitted to the Panel and forward these questions 

to the Panel. 

 

 

R62 Opinion 

 

Before rendering its opinion, the Panel may request additional information. The 

opinion may be published with the consent of the party which requested it. It does not 

constitute a binding arbitral award. 

 

 

 

F Costs of the Arbitration Proceedings 

 

 

R64 In general 

 

 

R64.1 Upon filing of the request/statement of appeal, the Claimant/Appellant shall pay a 

Court Office fee of Swiss francs 1000.—, without which the CAS shall not proceed. 

The CAS shall in any event keep this fee. The Panel shall take it into account when 

assessing the final amount of costs. 

 

 If an arbitration procedure shall be terminated before a Panel has been constituted, the 

Division President shall rule on costs in the termination order. However, he can order 

the payment of legal costs only upon request of a party and after all parties have been 

given the opportunity to file written submissions on costs. 

 

 

R64.2 (...) 

 

 

 

R65 Appeals against decisions issued by international federations in disciplinary matters 

[Disciplinary cases of an international nature ruled in appeal] 

 

 

R65.1 The present Article R65 is applicable to appeals against decisions which are 

exclusively of a disciplinary nature and which are rendered by an international 

federation or sports-body [or by a national federation or sports-body acting by 

delegation of powers of an international federation or sports-body]. 

 

 

R65.2 Subject to Articles R65.2, para. 2 and R65.4, the proceedings shall be free. The fees 

and costs of the arbitrators, calculated in accordance with the CAS fee scale, together 

with the costs of the CAS are borne by the CAS. 

 

Upon submission of the statement of appeal, the Appellant shall pay a Court Office fee 

of Swiss francs 1000.— without which the CAS shall not proceed and the appeal shall 

be deemed withdrawn. The CAS shall in any event keep this fee. 



 

If an arbitration procedure shall be terminated before a Panel has been constituted, the 

Division President shall rule on costs in the termination order. However, he can order 

the payment of legal costs only upon request of a party and after all parties have been 

given the opportunity to file written submissions on costs. 

 

 

 

R66 Consultation Proceedings 

 

The costs of the consultation procedure shall be borne by the entity requesting the 

opinion. The CAS Court Office may ask the applicant to advance the costs before the 

notification of the advisory opinion. 

 

  

 

 


