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FOOTBALL - DOPING
COURT OF ARBITRATION FOR SPORT (CAS) IMPOSES A
FOUR-YEAR PERIOD OF INELIGIBILITY ON SAUDI FOOTBALLER
MOHAMMED NOOR
Lausanne, 15 December 2016 – The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) has issued its decision in
the arbitration procedure between the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA), the
Saudi Arabian Olympic Committee, the Saudi Arabian Anti-Doping Committee and the Saudi Arabian
football player Mohammed Bin Mohammed Noor Adam Hawsawi. The appeal has been upheld: the
decision rendered by the Saudi Anti-Doping Appeal Panel on 17 April 2016 is annulled and a fouryear period of ineligibility, beginning on 15 December 2016, has been imposed on Mohammed Noor,
with credit given for the period of ineligibility already served (30 November 2015 through 17 April
2016).
In November 2015, the player underwent an in-competition doping control. The A and B samples
returned adverse analytical findings for Amphetamine, a prohibited substance classified as a nonspecified stimulant under class S6 of the World Anti-Doping Agency’s Prohibited List. The player
was provisionally suspended on 30 November 2015. On 28 February 2016, the Saudi Arabian AntiDoping Hearing Panel found that Mohammed Noor committed an anti-doping rule infraction and
imposed a period of ineligibility of four years.
The player appealed such decision to the Saudi Anti-Doping Appeal Panel (the Appeal Panel) which
issued a decision on 17 April 2016 recognising the presence of the prohibited substance in the player’s
sample and declaring that the period of provisional suspension until the issuance of its decision (i.e.
from 30 November 2015 until 17 April 2016) “will be sufficient, and the player has the right to resume
his sport activity and go back to his sport from the date of this decision”.
On 9 May 2016, FIFA filed a statement of appeal at the CAS requesting the annulment of the Appeal
Panel’s decision and the imposition of a four-year period of ineligibility. After various exchanges of
submissions, a hearing took place at the CAS headquarters in Lausanne/CH, on 1 December 2016.
The Panel found that the Player failed to identify any basis for impugning the reliability or accuracy
of the testing laboratory’s analysis of his A and B Sample. Moreover, the Player could not identify
any particular deviation from the WADA International Standards for Laboratories. Therefore, the
appropriate sanction for the Player’s anti-doping rule violation is a four-year period of ineligibility.
The Panel has issued only its decision. The full arbitral award will be finalised and issued to the parties
in the coming weeks and then published on the CAS website.
For further information related to the CAS activity and procedures in general, please contact either Mr Matthieu Reeb,
CAS Secretary General, or Ms Katy Hogg, Communications Officer. Château de Béthusy, Avenue de Beaumont 2, 1012
Lausanne, Switzerland. media@tas-cas.org; Tel: (41 21) 613 50 00; fax: (41 21) 613 50 01, or consult the CAS website:
www.tas-cas.org

