
Tribunal Arbitral du Sport 

 

Court of Arbitration for Sport 

   

MEDIA RELEASE 

For further information related to the CAS activity and procedures in general, please contact either 

Matthieu Reeb, CAS Secretary General, or Katy Hogg, Communications Officer.  Château de Béthusy, Avenue 

de Beaumont 2, 1012 Lausanne, Switzerland. media@tas-cas.org; Tel: (41 21) 613 50 00; fax: (41 21) 613 50 

01, or consult the CAS website: www.tas-cas.org  

 

ATHLETICS – OLYMPIC GAMES RIO 2016 

 

THE COURT OF ARBITRATION FOR SPORT (CAS) TO SETTLE DISPUTE 

BETWEEN THE RUSSIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE (ROC) AND THE 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ATHLETICS FEDERATIONS (IAAF) 

 
 

Lausanne, 4 July 2016 - The Russian Olympic Committee (ROC), the International Association of 

Athletics Federations (IAAF) and 68 Russian athletes have concluded a specific arbitration agreement 

to designate the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) as the final instance to settle the dispute between 

the ROC and the IAAF concerning the participation of 68 Russian athletes in the Olympic Games Rio 

2016 (athletics events). The parties have agreed to an expedited procedure which should conclude on 

21 July 2016 with the issuance of the final decision. 

On 13 November 2015, the IAAF suspended the All-Russia Athletic Federation (ARAF) from IAAF 

membership. Such suspension was confirmed on 26 November 2015 and on 17 June 2016. Pursuant 

to Rule 22.1 of the IAAF Competition Rules, athletes whose National Federation is suspended by the 

IAAF are ineligible for competitions held under the IAAF Rules. 

In their request for arbitration, the ROC and the 68 athletes request the CAS in particular to review the 

validity, enforceability and scope of IAAF Competition Rules 22.1(a) and 22.1A, and to order that any 

Russian athlete who is not currently the subject of any period of ineligibility for the commission of an 

anti-doping rule violation may participate at the 2016 Olympic Games (subject to meeting the 

qualification standards for his or her event). 

The CAS Court Office initiated an arbitration procedure today. The final decision will be announced, 

at the latest, on 21 July 2016. The reasoned decision will be published by CAS as soon possible 

thereafter. In the meantime, the CAS will not comment further. 
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