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Hayden David OPIE AM 

 

Sports Law Educator and Consultant 

Senior Fellow, Melbourne Law School 

Arbitrator, Court of Arbitration for Sport 

 

Hayden Opie is a Senior Fellow at the Melbourne Law School where he 

established and led the teaching of sports law from 1987 to 2017.  He has 

taught and researched in all areas of sports law and is recognised 

internationally for his work in the field.  He now concentrates on sports 

integrity and has extensive experience in anti-doping, having served as a 

legal member of the Australian government’s Anti-Doping Rule Violation 

Panel from 2010 to 2015. He was the founding President of the Australian 

and New Zealand Sports Law Association and is a member of the Court 

of Arbitration for Sport.  On 26 January 2018, he became a Member of the 

Order of Australia “for significant service to education as an academic 

specialising in sports law, and through roles with integrity, anti-doping and 

appeals tribunals.” 

 

Other Current Appointments 
 

 Member, Board of Advisors, National Sports Law Institute, USA, since 1993 

 Advisory Board Member, Institute for Sports Law, Policy, and Research, Penn State 

University, USA, since 2008 

 Member, Editorial Advisory Board, International Sports Law Journal, since 2009 

 Independent Member, Racing Victoria Integrity Council (thoroughbred horse racing) since 

February 2018 

 Independent Member, Basketball Australia Hearing and/or Appeals Panels since February 

2018 (pursuant to the National Framework for Ethical Behaviour and Integrity in 

Basketball). 

 

 

Selected Previous Appointments 
 

 Editor, ANZSLA Commentator (formerly known the ANZSLA Newsletter) 1997-1998 and 

Editorial Committee Member, 1990-1998 

 Chairman, Doping Control Tribunal, Athletics Australia, 1992-1996 

 Member, Infectious Diseases in Australian Sport Advisory Committee, 1993-1995 

 Member, Victorian State Sports Council, 1994-1995 

 Appointed by the Federal Minister for Sport in 1995 to conduct an independent inquiry into 

the Australian Institute of Sport’s women’s artistic gymnastics program. The inquiry’s 

report was tabled in the Australian Parliament in November 1995. 

 Member of the National Basketball League Appeals Tribunal, Australia, 2010-2015 

 Member, Australian Anti-Doping Rule Violation Panel, 2010 to 2015 
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 Awards and recognition include:  
 

 Member, Order of Australia since January 2018 

 Life Member, Australian and New Zealand Sports Law Association since 2000 

 Honorary Member, British Association for Sport and Law, since 1993 

 Recipient, Contribution to Sport and Sports Law Award, ANZSLA, 2009 

 

 

Selected Significant Publications 
 

Book 

 Match-Fixing in Sport: Comparative Studies from Australia, Japan, Korea and Beyond 
(Routledge 2018) (a book of 13 chapters jointly edited with Stacey Steele) 

 

Reports 

 Report of the Independent Inquiry into Women’s Artistic Gymnastics at the Australian Institute 
of Sport (Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1995) 1-361 

 Main Contributor to Laurent Vidal et al (eds), Fighting Against the Manipulation of Sports 
Competitions (Sorbonne – ICSS Programme on Ethics and Sports Security, 2014) 

 

Book chapters 

 ‘Changing Concerns in the Legal Control of Participant Violence in Sport’ in Robert Paddick 
(ed), Games, Rules and the Law (Australian Society for Sports History, 1988) 16-41 

 ‘Legal Requirements’ in Maria Zuluaga et al (eds), Sports Physiotherapy; Applied Science 
and Practice (1995) 739-59 

 ‘Sports Associations and Their Legal Environment’ in Myles McGregor-Lowndes, Keith 
Fletcher and  A S Sievers (eds), Legal Issues for Non-profit Associations (1996) 74-94 

 ‘Integrity and Corruption in Sport’ in Nico Schulenkorf  and Stephen Frawley (eds),  Critical 
Issues in Global Sport Management (Routledge, 2017) 38-63 (with Catherine Ordway) 

 ‘Comparing Approaches to Match-fixing in Sport: Revisiting Perceptions and Definitions’ 
3-17 in Stacey Steele and Hayden Opie (eds), Match-Fixing in Sport: Comparative Studies 
from Australia, Japan, Korea and Beyond (Routledge 2018) (with Stacey Steele) 

 ‘The Australian Legal Framework for Countering Match-fixing’ in Stacey Steele and 

Hayden Opie (eds), Match-Fixing in Sport: Comparative Studies from Australia, Japan, 

Korea and Beyond (Routledge 2018) 59-74 (with Genevieve Lim) 

 ‘Preventing Match-fixing and Promoting Integrity in Sport: Reflections on Experiences in 

Australia, Japan and Korea’ in Stacey Steele and Hayden Opie (eds), Match-Fixing in 

Sport: Comparative Studies from Australia, Japan, Korea and Beyond (Routledge 2018) 

231-47 (with Stacey Steele) 

 

Journal articles 

  ‘Legal Regimes for the Control of Performance-Enhancing Drugs in Sport’ (1990) 12 
Adelaide Law Review 332-55 

 ‘The Withering of Individualism: Professional Team Sports and Employment Law’ (1992) 15 
University of New South Wales Law Journal 313-55 (with G F Smith) 

 ‘HIV and Hepatitis in Sport: A Legal Framework for Resolving Hard Cases’ (1994) 20 Monash 
University Law Review 214-70 (with R S Magnusson)   

 ‘The Sport Administrator's Charter: Agar v Hyde’ (2001) 9 Torts Law Journal 131-51 



3 
RVL Board of Directors – Application from Hayden Opie 

 ‘Medico-Legal Issues in Sport: The View from the Grandstand’ (2001) 23 Sydney Law 
Review 375-404 

 ‘Negligence Liability of Rule-Making Bodies in Sport’ [2002] International Sports Law Review 
60-71 

 ‘Legal Regulation of Sporting Labour Markets’ (2003) 16 Australian Journal of Labour Law 
259-83 (with Braham Dabscheck) 

 ‘Drugs in Sports and the Law – Moral Authority, Diversity and the Pursuit of Excellence’ 
(2004) 14 Marquette Sports Law Journal 267-81 

 ‘”Sports Law”: Implications for the Development of International, Comparative, and National 
Law and Global Dispute Resolution’ (2010) 85 Tulane Law Review 269-322 (with Matthew J 
Mitten) 

 ‘Trans-Tasman Sport and Law – Some Observations’ (2010) 16 Canterbury Law Review 155-
84 (with Elizabeth Toomey) 

 ‘Sport, Work and Social Welfare in Australasia' [2010] Bulletin de Droit Comparé du Travail 
et de la Sécurité Sociale 185-207 (with Braham Dabscheck) 

 


