
 
   

   

 

 

 

 

Code of Sports-related Arbitration 
 

Amendments 2022 

 

In force as from 1 November 2022 

 

 

 

 
  



 

Statutes of the Bodies Working for the Settlement of Sports-Related Disputes 
 

 

 

S4  ICAS is composed of twenty-two members, experienced jurists appointed in the 

following manner: 

 

a. four six members are appointed by the International Sports Federations (IFs), viz. 

three five by the Association of Summer Olympic IFs (ASOIF) and one by the 

Association of Winter Olympic IFs (AIOWF), chosen from within or outside their 

membership; 

b. four members are appointed by the Association of the National Olympic 

Committees (ANOC), chosen from within or outside its membership; 

c. four members are appointed by the International Olympic Committee (IOC), chosen 

from within or outside its membership; 

d. four members are appointed by the twelve fourteen members of ICAS listed above, 

after appropriate consultation with a view to safeguarding the interests of the 

athletes; 

e. four members are appointed by the sixteen eighteen members of ICAS listed above, 

chosen from among personalities independent of the bodies designating the other 

members of the ICAS. 

 

 

 

 

S5  The members of ICAS are appointed for one or several renewable period(s) of four 

years. Such nominations shall take place during the last year of each four-year cycle. 

 

Upon their appointment, the members of ICAS sign a declaration undertaking to 

exercise their function personally, with total objectivity and independence, in 

conformity with this Code. They are, in particular, bound by the confidentiality 

obligation provided in Article R43. 

 

Members of the ICAS may not appear on the list of CAS arbitrators or mediators nor 

act as counsel to any party in proceedings before the CAS. 

 

If a member of the ICAS resigns, dies or is prevented from carrying out her/his functions 

for any other reason, she/he is replaced, for the remaining period of her/his mandate, in 

conformity with the terms applicable to her/his appointment. 

 

ICAS may grant the title of Honorary Member to any former ICAS member and CAS 

Member who has made an exceptional contribution to the development of ICAS or CAS. 

The title of Honorary Member may be granted posthumously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

S6 ICAS exercises the following functions: 

 

1. It adopts and amends this Code; 

2. It elects from among its members for one or several renewable period(s) of four 

years: 

• the President,  

• two Vice-Presidents who shall replace the President if necessary, by order 

of seniority in age; if the office of President becomes vacant, the senior 

Vice-President shall exercise the functions and responsibilities of the 

President until the election of a new President, 

• the President of the Ordinary Arbitration Division, the President of the 

Anti-doping Division and the President of the Appeals Arbitration 

Division of the CAS, 

• the deputies of the three Division Presidents who can replace them in the 

event they are prevented from carrying out their functions; 

The election of the President and of the Vice-Presidents shall take place after 

consultation with the IOC, the ASOIF, the AIOWF and the ANOC. 

The election of the President, Vice-Presidents, Division Presidents and their 

deputies shall take place at the ICAS meeting following the appointment of the 

ICAS members for the forthcoming period of four years; 

3. It appoints the permanent commissions listed under Article S7 a. b. and c.; 

4.  It appoints the arbitrators who constitute the list of CAS arbitrators and the 

mediators who constitute the list of CAS mediators on the proposal of the CAS 

Membership Commission. It can also remove them from those lists; 

5. It resolves challenges to and the removal of arbitrators through its Challenge 

Commission, and performs any other functions identified in the Procedural 

Rules; 

6. It is responsible for the financing of and financial reporting by CAS. For such 

purpose, inter alia: 

6.1 it receives and manages the funds allocated to its operations; 

6.2 it approves the ICAS budget prepared by the CAS Court Office and the 

CAS Anti-Doping Division Office; 

6.3 it approves the annual report and financial statements prepared in 

accordance with the requirements of Swiss Law; 

6.4 it publishes the annual report every year, including the audited financial 

statements and its detailed management report. 

7. It appoints the CAS Director General and may terminate her/his duties upon 

proposal of the President; 

8. It provides for regional or local, permanent or ad hoc arbitration, including at 

alternative hearing centres; 

9. It creates a general legal aid fund and a football legal aid fund to facilitate access 

to CAS arbitration for individuals without sufficient financial means and CAS 

legal aid guidelines for the operation of the funds, including a Legal Aid 

Commission to decide on requests for legal aid; 

10. It may take any other action which it deems necessary to protect the rights of the 

parties and to promote the settlement of sports-related disputes through 

arbitration and mediation. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

S13  The personalities designated by ICAS, pursuant to Article S6, paragraph 3, appear on 

the CAS list for one or several renewable period(s) of four years. ICAS reviews the 

complete list every four years; the new list enters into force on 1 January of the year 

following its establishment. The CAS arbitrators and mediators who have not been 

reappointed shall be informed accordingly. 

 

There shall be not less than one three hundred fifty arbitrators and fifty mediators. 

 

 

 

 

Procedural Rules 
 

 

R31 Notifications and Communications 

 

All notifications and communications that CAS or the Panel intend for the parties shall 

be made through the CAS Court Office. The notifications and communications shall be 

sent to the address shown in the arbitration request or the statement of appeal, or to any 

other address specified at a later date. 

 

All arbitration awards, orders, and other decisions made by CAS and the Panel shall be 

notified by courier and/or by facsimile and/or by electronic mail but at least in a form 

permitting proof of receipt. 

 

The request for arbitration, the statement of appeal and any other written submissions, 

printed or saved on digital medium, must be filed by courier delivery to the CAS Court 

Office by the parties in as many copies as there are other parties and arbitrators, together 

with one additional copy for the CAS itself, failing which the CAS shall not proceed. If 

they are transmitted in advance by facsimile or by electronic mail at the official CAS 

email address (procedures@tas-cas.org), the filing is valid upon receipt of the facsimile 

or of the electronic mail by the CAS Court Office provided that the written submission 

and its copies are also filed by courier or uploaded to the CAS e-filing platform within 

the first subsequent business day of the relevant time limit, as mentioned above. 

 

Filing of the above-mentioned submissions by electronic mailvia the CAS e-filing 

platform is permitted under the conditions set out in the CAS guidelines on electronic 

filing. 

 

The exhibits attached to any written submissions may be sent to the CAS Court Office 

by electronic mail, provided that they are listed and that each exhibit can be clearly 

identified; the CAS Court Office may then forward them by the same means. Any other 

communications from the parties intended for the CAS Court Office or the Panel shall 

be sent by courier, facsimile or electronic mail to the CAS Court Office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

R36 Replacement 

 

In the event of resignation, death, removal, replacement of a Sole Arbitrator by a 3-

member Panel during the procedure or successful challenge of an arbitrator, such 

arbitrator shall be replaced in accordance with the provisions applicable to her/his 

appointment. If, within the time limit fixed by the CAS Court Office, the 

Claimant/Appellant does not appoint an arbitrator either to replace the arbitrator it had 

initially appointed or to constitute a 3-member Panel, the arbitration shall not be initiated 

or, in the event it has been already initiated, shall be terminated. Unless otherwise agreed 

by the parties or otherwise decided by the Panel, the proceedings shall continue without 

repetition of any aspect thereof prior to the replacement. 

 

 

 

 

R38 Request for Arbitration 

 

The party intending to submit a matter to arbitration under these Procedural Rules 

(Claimant) shall file a request with the CAS Court Office containing: 

 

• the name and full address of the Respondent(s); 

• a brief statement of the facts and legal argument, including a statement of the 

issue to be submitted to the CAS for determination; 

• its request for relief; 

• a copy of the contract containing the arbitration agreement or of any document 

providing for arbitration in accordance with these Procedural Rules; 

• any relevant information about the number and choice of the arbitrator(s); if the 

relevant arbitration agreement provides for three arbitrators, the name of the 

arbitrator from the relevant CAS list of arbitrators chosen by the Claimant. 

 

Upon filing its request, the Claimant shall pay the Court Office fee provided in Article 

R64.1. 

 

If the above-mentioned requirements are not fulfilled when the request for arbitration is 

filed, the CAS Court Office may grant a single short deadline to the Claimant to 

complete the request, failing which the CAS Court Office shall not proceed. 

 

 

 

 

R40 Formation of the Panel 

 

R40.1 Number of Arbitrators 

 

The Panel is composed of one or three arbitrators. If the arbitration agreement does not 

specify the number of arbitrators and unless the parties have agreed to a Panel composed 

of a sole arbitrator at the outset of the procedure, the President of the Division shall 

determine the number, taking into account the circumstances of the case. The Division 

President may then choose to appoint a Sole arbitrator when the Claimant so requests 

and the Respondent does not pay its share of the advance of costs within the time limit 

fixed by the CAS Court Office. 

 



 

R48 Statement of Appeal 

 

The Appellant shall submit to CAS a statement of appeal containing: 

 

• the name and full address of the Respondent(s); 

• a copy of the decision appealed against; 

• the Appellant’s request for relief; 

• the nomination of the arbitrator chosen by the Appellant from the relevant CAS 

list of arbitrators, subject to Article S18, unless the Appellant requests the 

appointment of a sole arbitrator; 

• if applicable, an application to stay the execution of the decision appealed 

against, together with reasons; 

• a copy of the provisions of the statutes or regulations or the specific agreement 

providing for appeal to CAS. 

 

Upon filing the statement, the Appellant shall pay the CAS Court Office fee provided 

for in Article R64.1 or Article R65.2. 

 

If the above-mentioned requirements are not fulfilled when the statement of appeal is 

filed, the CAS Court Office may grant a one-time-only short deadline to the Appellant 

to complete its statement of appeal, failing receipt of which within the deadline, the 

CAS Court Office shall not proceed. 

 

 

 

 

R50 Number of Arbitrators 

 

The appeal shall be submitted to a Panel of three arbitrators, unless the parties have 

agreed to a Panel composed of a sole arbitrator or, in the absence of any agreement 

between the parties regarding the number of arbitrators, the President of the Division 

decides to submit the appeal to a sole arbitrator, taking into account the circumstances 

of the case, including whether or not the Respondent pays its share of the advance of 

costs within the time limit fixed by the CAS Court Office. 

 

If the President of the Division decides to submit the appeal to a 3-member Panel, the 

Appellant shall appoint an arbitrator within the time limit set by the President of the 

Division, failing which the appeal shall be deemed withdrawn. 

 

When two or more cases clearly involve the same issues, the President of the Appeals 

Arbitration Division may invite the parties to agree to refer these cases to the same 

Panel; failing any agreement between the parties, the President of the Division shall 

decide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

R54 Appointment of the Sole Arbitrator or of the President and Confirmation of the 

Arbitrators by CAS 

 

If, by virtue of the parties’ agreement or of a decision of the President of the Division, 

a sole arbitrator is to be appointed, the President of the Division shall appoint the sole 

arbitrator upon receipt of the motion for appeal or as soon as a decision on the number 

of arbitrators has been rendered. 

 

If three arbitrators are to be appointed, the President of the Division shall appoint the 

President of the Panel following nomination of the arbitrator by the Respondent and 

after having consulted the arbitrators. The arbitrators nominated by the parties shall only 

be deemed appointed after confirmation by the President of the Division. Before 

proceeding with such confirmation, the President of the Division shall ensure that the 

arbitrators comply with the requirements of Article R33. 

 

When selecting sole arbitrators and presidents of panels, the President of the Division 

shall consider the criteria of expertise, availability, diversity, equality and turnover of 

arbitrators. 

 

In case a special list of arbitrators exists in relation to a particular sport or event, the 

Sole Arbitrator or the President of the Panel shall be appointed from such list, unless 

the parties agree otherwise or the President of the Division decides otherwise due to 

exceptional circumstances. 

 

Once the Panel is formed, the CAS Court Office takes notice of the formation of the 

Panel and transfers the file to the arbitrators, unless none of the parties has paid an 

advance of costs in accordance with Article R64.2 of the Code. 

 

An ad hoc clerk, independent of the parties, may be appointed to assist the Panel.  

Her/his fees shall be included in the arbitration costs. 

 

Article R41 applies mutatis mutandis to the appeals arbitration procedure, except that 

the President of the Panel is appointed by the President of the Appeals Division. 

 

 

 

 

R56 Appeal and answer complete – Case Management – Conciliation 

 

Unless the parties agree otherwise or the President of the Panel orders otherwise on the 

basis of exceptional circumstances, the parties shall not be authorized to supplement or 

amend their requests or their argument, to produce new exhibits, or to specify further 

evidence on which they intend to rely after the submission of the appeal brief and of the 

answer. 

 

After the filing of the answer, the Panel shall ask the parties whether they request a case 

management conference. In the affirmative, the Panel shall hold such case management 

conference with the parties in order to discuss procedural issues, the preparation of the 

hearing (if any) and any issues related to the taking of evidence. After the case 

management conference, if any, and prior to the hearing, if any, but at least prior to the 

termination of the evidentiary proceedings, the Panel shall issue an order of procedure 

setting forth the major elements of the arbitration procedure. 



 

 

The Panel may at any time seek to resolve the dispute by conciliation. Any settlement 

may be embodied in an arbitral award rendered by consent of the parties. 

 

 

 

 

R59 Award 

 

The award shall be rendered by a majority decision, or in the absence of a majority, by 

the President alone. It shall be written, dated and signed. The award shall state brief 

reasons. The sole signature of the President of the Panel or the signatures of the two co-

arbitrators, if the President does not sign, shall suffice. 

 

Before the award is signed, it shall be transmitted to the CAS Director General who may 

make rectifications of pure form and may also draw the attention of the Panel to 

fundamental issues of principle. Dissenting opinions are not recognized by CAS and are 

not notified. 

 

The Panel may decide to communicate the operative part of the award to the parties, 

prior to the reasons. The award shall be enforceable from such notification of the 

operative part by courier, facsimile and/or electronic mail. 

 

The award, notified by the CAS Court Office, shall be final and binding upon the parties 

subject to recourse available in certain circumstances pursuant to Swiss Law within 30 

days from the notification of the award by mail or courier. It may not be challenged by 

way of an action for setting aside to the extent that the parties have no domicile, habitual 

residence, or business establishment in Switzerland and that they have expressly 

excluded all setting aside proceedings in the arbitration agreement or in an agreement 

entered into subsequently, in particular at the outset of the arbitration. 

 

The operative part of the award shall be communicated to the parties within three 

months after the transfer of the file to the Panel. Such time limit may be extended up to 

a maximum of four months after the closing of the evidentiary proceedings by the 

President of the Appeals Arbitration Division upon a reasoned request from the 

President of the Panel. In case of non-compliance with the time limit, the Panel may be 

removed in accordance with Article R35 and the arbitrators’ fees may be reduced by the 

ICAS Board, depending on the specific circumstances of each individual case. In any 

event, the President of the Division shall inform the parties of the situation and 

determine if an ultimate time limit is granted to the Panel or which particular measures 

are taken. 

 

A copy of the operative part of the award, if any, and of the full award shall be 

communicated to the authority or sports body which has rendered the challenged 

decision, if that body is not a party to the proceedings. 

 

The original award, a summary and/or a press release setting forth the results of the 

proceedings shall be made public by CAS, unless both parties agree that they should 

remain confidential. In any event, the other elements of the case record shall remain 

confidential. 

 

 



 

 

F Costs of the Arbitration Proceedings 

 

R64 General 

 

R64.1 Upon filing of the request/statement of appeal, the Claimant/Appellant shall pay a non-

refundable Court Office fee of Swiss francs 1,000.-- without which the CAS shall not 

proceed.  The Panel shall take such fee into account when assessing the final amount of 

costs. 

 

If an arbitration procedure is terminated before a Panel has been constituted, the 

Division President shall rule on costs in the termination order. She/he may only order 

the payment of legal fees and other expenses legal costs upon request of a party and 

after all parties have been given the opportunity to file written submissions on costs. 

 

R64.2 Upon formation of the Panel, the CAS Court Office shall fix, subject to later changes, 

the amount, the method and the time limits for the payment of the advance of costs. The 

filing of a counterclaim or a new claim may result in the calculation of additional 

advances.  

 

To determine the amount to be paid in advance, the CAS Court Office shall fix an 

estimate of the costs of arbitration, which shall be borne by the parties in accordance 

with Article R64.4. The advance shall be paid in equal shares by the 

Claimant(s)/Appellant(s) and the Respondent(s). If a party fails to pay its share, another 

may substitute for it; in case of non-payment of the entire advance of costs within the 

time limit fixed by the CAS, the request/appeal shall be deemed withdrawn and the CAS 

shall terminate the arbitration; this provision applies mutatis mutandis to any 

counterclaim.  

 

The management of the advance of costs is an administrative issue which is dealt with 

by the CAS Court Office. Each procedure has its own account for the management of 

the advance of costs, even when two or more procedures are consolidated. 

 

 

R64.4 At the end of the proceedings, the CAS Court Office shall determine the final amount 

of the cost of arbitration, which shall include: 

- the CAS Court Office fee, 

- the administrative costs of the CAS calculated in accordance with the CAS scale, 

- the costs and fees of the arbitrators, 

- the fees of the ad hoc clerk, if any, calculated in accordance with the CAS fee scale, 

- a contribution towards the expenses of the CAS, and 

- the costs of witnesses, experts and interpreters. 

The final account of the arbitration costs may either be included in the award or 

communicated separately to the parties. It shall contain a detailed breakdown of each 

arbitrator’s costs and fees and of the administrative costs and shall be notified to the 

parties within a reasonable period of time. The advance of costs already paid by the 

parties are not reimbursed by the CAS with the exception of the portion which exceeds 

the total amount of the arbitration costs. 


