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GOVERNANCE 

 

THE COURT OF ARBITRATION FOR SPORT (CAS) REGISTERS THE  

APPEAL FILED BY THE RUSSIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE (ROC) AGAINST THE 

DECISION TAKEN BY THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE TO SUSPEND 

ITS MEMBERSHIP  
 

 

Lausanne, 6 November 2023 - The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) has registered the appeal filed 

by the Russian Olympic Committee (ROC), against the decision rendered by the Executive Board of the 

International Olympic Committee (IOC EB) on 12 October 2023 (the Challenged Decision).  

 

In the Challenged Decision, the IOC EB suspended the ROC with immediate effect until further notice 

following the ROC decision to unilaterally include as its members some regional sports organisations 

which are under the authority of the National Olympic Committee (NOC) of Ukraine (namely Donetsk, 

Kherson, Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia). The IOC EB found that such action constituted a breach of the 

Olympic Charter because it violated the territorial integrity of the NOC of Ukraine, as recognised by the 

IOC in accordance with the Olympic Charter. 

 

In its appeal to the CAS, the ROC requests that the Challenged Decision be set aside and that it be 

reinstated as a NOC recognised by the IOC, benefitting from all rights and prerogatives granted by the 

Olympic Charter. 

 

The CAS arbitration proceedings have commenced. In accordance with the Code of Sports-related 

Arbitration (the CAS Code), the arbitration rules governing CAS procedures, the parties are exchanging 

written submissions and the Panel of arbitrators that will decide the matter is being constituted. 

 

Once constituted, the Panel will issue procedural directions for the next phase of the procedure, including 

the holding of a hearing. Following the hearing, the Panel will deliberate and issue an Arbitral Award 

containing its decision and the grounds for it. At this time, it is not possible to indicate a time frame for 

the issuance of the decision. 

 

The CAS Panel’s decision will be final and binding, with the exception of the parties’ right to file an 

appeal to the Swiss Federal Tribunal within 30 days on limited grounds. 
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