AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL

ESSENDON CASE: THE APPEAL FILED BY 34 PLAYERS
IS NOT ENTERTAINED BY THE SWISS FEDERAL TRIBUNAL

Lausanne, 11 October 2016 — In the arbitration procedure between 34 current or former players of
Essendon FC (Australian Football) and the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), the Australian
Football League (AFL) and the Australian Sports Anti-Doping Authority (ASADA), the Swiss
Federal Tribunal (SFT) has decided not to entertain the appeal filed by the players against the
CAS award of 11 January 2016 imposing a 2-year ban on each player following an anti-doping rule
violation.

The SFT determined that since the players did not formally challenge the jurisdiction of CAS during
the arbitration procedure and accepted the application of the CAS Rules (including the rule
providing for a de novo hearing (i.e. for a procedure allowing the CAS to conduct a full review of
the case)), they had lost their right to challenge the CAS jurisdiction in appeal. The SFT added that,
even if the jurisdiction of CAS had been properly challenged by the players, CAS jurisdiction in
this matter would have been confirmed and the appeal would have been dismissed.

As a consequence, the Arbitral Award rendered in this matter and the sanctions imposed on the
players remain in force.

The full Arbitral Award is published on the CAS website.

For further information related to the CAS activity and procedures in general, please contact either Mr Matthieu Reeb,
CAS Secretary General, or Ms Katy Hogg, Communications Officer. Chéateau de Béthusy, Avenue de Beaumont 2,
1012 Lausanne, Switzerland. media@tas-cas.org; Tel: (41 21) 613 50 00; fax: (41 21) 613 50 01, or consult the CAS

website: www.tas-cas.org
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