MEDIA RELEASE

FOOTBALL

COURT OF ARBITRATION FOR SPORT (CAS) DISMISSES
THE APPEAL OF ACF FIORENTINA IN RELATION TO THE TRANSFER OF
MOHAMED SALAH TO CHELSEA FC

Lausanne, 30 June 2017 — The Court of Arbitration of Sport (CAS) has issued its decision in the
arbitration procedure between Italian club ACF Fiorentina, the Egyptian player Mohamed Salah Ghaly
and Chelsea Football club concerning a dispute between the parties over a loan agreement.

CAS has dismissed the appeal and confirmed the decision issued by the FIFA Dispute Resolution
Chamber on 26 May 2016 (FIFA DRC) in which Fiorentina’s claim for compensation of EUR 32
million was rejected.

In February 2015, the clubs concluded a transfer agreement for the temporary transfer of the Player
from ACF Fiorentina to Chelsea FC from 2 February 2015 to 30 June 2015. The agreement also
contained an option to extend the loan period for a further period of twelve months from 1 July 2015
to 30 June 2016, if certain conditions were fulfilled. In July 2015, the Player decided to remain at
Chelsea FC while the representatives of the Italian club requested his return in Fiorentina’s squad.
ACF Fiorentina lodged a claim with FIFA against the Player and Chelsea FC for breach of contract
without just cause and inducement to the breach requesting compensation of EUR 32 million and
sporting sanctions against Chelsea FC and the Player. On 26 May 2016 the FIFA DRC rejected the
claim.

On 11 October 2016, ACF Fiorentina filed an appeal with the CAS requesting that the FIFA DRC
decision be set aside and replaced with a new decision upholding its claim for financial compensation.

The arbitration was conducted by a Panel of CAS arbitrators and a hearing was held in Lausanne,
Switzerland on 21 April 2017.

The CAS Panel found that the Player did not breach the employment agreement by returning to Chelsea
FC after 30 June 2015 and that Chelsea FC did not induce the player to terminate the employment
agreement without just cause. Accordingly, it dismissed the appeal and confirmed the FIFA DRC
Decision.

For further information related to the CAS activity and procedures in general, please contact either Matthieu Reeb, CAS Secretary
General, or Katy Hogg, Communications Officer. Chateau de Béthusy, Avenue de Beaumont 2, 1012 Lausanne, Switzerland.
media@tas-cas.org; Tel: (41 21) 613 50 00; fax: (41 21) 613 50 01, or consult the CAS website: www.tas-cas.org
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