MEDIA RELEASE

BIATHLON — ANTI-DOPING

THE COURT OFARBITRATION FORSPORT(CAS) CANCELS THE ONEYEAR
PERIOD OF INELIGIBILITY IMPOSED ONOLGA ABRAMOVA (UKRAINE)

Lausanne, 19 April 2017 Fhe Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) has palttiaupheld the appeal
filed by the Ukrainian biathlete Olga Abramova agaithe decision issued by the International
Biathlon Union (IBU) Anti-Doping Hearing Panel (AD¥ on 14 November 2016 in which she was
found to have committed an anti-doping rule viaati(ADRV) (Meldonium) and a period of
ineligibility of one year was imposed on her.

On 1 January 2016, the World Anti-Doping Agencyist lof prohibited substances included
Meldonium for the first time. On 10 January 2018g@Abramova underwent an in-competition
doping control which revealed the presence ofghbstance. The IBU referred the matter to the ADHP
which conducted an investigation before issuing@sion on 14 November 2016 in which the athlete
was found to have committed an ADRV with the conseage of a one-year period of ineligibility.

On 5 December 2016, Olga Abramova filed an appehleaCAS. She requested the annulment of the
IBU decision. A hearing was held with the parties2oFebruary 2017.

The CAS Panel agreed with the ADHP that Olga Abnaarttad committed an ADRV, but in contrast
found that in the very specific circumstances af ¢tese she bore no fault or negligence for it. The
Panel was comfortably satisfied that the Athletélied her obligation to ensure that meldonium did
not enter her body after January 1, 2016, i.eherdate when Meldonium became prohibited. Indeed
the Athlete could not reasonably have known or scigal even with the exercise of utmost caution
that meldonium could still be detected in her blafidr January 1, 2016. Consequently, the CAS Panel
has cancelled the one-year period of ineligibilityposed on Olga Abramova but maintained the
disqualification of any results achieved by Olgar@&hova between 10 January 2016 and 3 February
2016, in accordance with the WADA Guidelines.

For further information related to the CAS activagd procedures in general, please contact eithéthida Reeb, CAS Secretary
General, or Katy Hogg, Communications Officer. Chéatele Béthusy, Avenue de Beaumont 2, 1012 Lausarwiéze8and.
media@tas-cas.org; Tel: (41 21) 613 50 00; fax: #1613 50 01, or consult the CAS website: wwwdas-org



