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“In disput�s as in
lif�: you n��d
�mpathy,
d�dication and a
wis� solution-
ori�nt�d minds�t.”

Birgit Sambeth is Co-Head of
our Dispute Resolution Team.
As a former substitute Judge
and judicial Conciliator,
acting as Mediator and as
Arbitrator, she is
acknowledged as a forward
thinking, holistic and
strategic dispute resolution
specialist, and is regularly
appointed as Neutral to
prevent and resolve complex,
international and domestic
disputes in commercial and
international
agency/distribution contracts,
M&A transactions,
construction projects,
employment and
family/inheritance matters,
often with cross cultural and
multi-language components.

Listed among the “Thought
Leaders - Mediation” by
Who's Who Legal since 2018,
Birgit has been recognized as
the “N° 1 most highly
regarded mediator in
Switzerland”. She is
accredited by a number of
national and international
organizations, in particular:
the Swiss Bar Association
(FSA-SAV), the Swiss
Chamber of Commercial
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Mediation (SCCM), the
International Mediation
Institute (IMI), CEDR
London, CPR New York,
VIAC Vienna, CMAP Paris,
CAM Milan, CML Russia,
Shenzhen Court of
Arbitration (South China)
(SCIA), ICC, SCAI, TAS-CAS,
INSOL and WIPO.

In addition to her activity as
Neutral, Birgit is also
frequently involved in
company restructuring and
insolvency proceedings,
acting as creditor
representative or as
liquidator and trustee in the
context of domestic and
international bankruptcy and
composition proceedings.

Car��r
2021 President of the
Swiss Bar Association

2019 Vice President of
the Swiss Bar
Association

Since 2005 Partner at
Altenburger

1994-2008 Substitute
judge at the Geneva
courts

1994-2005 Sambeth
Glasner Law Firm,
Geneva

1989-1994 Legal counsel
at Ernst & Young (legal
and tax dept.), Basel

1986-1987 Legal trainee
at Baker & McKenzie,
Geneva and Chicago

Education
2019 Accredited
Mediator in the Health
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sector, Geneva

2012 Sworn-in Mediator
by the Appellate Court,
Vaud

2005 Sworn-in Mediator
by the Geneva
Government

2004 Accredited CEDR
Mediator, London

2004 Accredited WIPO
Mediator, Geneva

1997 Certified mediator
in civil, commercial and
criminal matters
(FSA/CEFOC/INPER),
Lausanne

1990 Bar admission,
Geneva

1986 Master of Laws
(LL.M.) in International
Banking and Finance,
Boston University, USA

1984 Lic. Iur. University
of Geneva

Bar / Court
Admission
At all Swiss courts

Sp�cial En�a��m�nts
2022 Lecturer in
Commercial Mediation,
LL.M. International
Business Law, UNIL
Lausanne

2008-2022 Lecturer in
Commercial Mediation,
CAS and DAS
University of Fribourg

2008-2022 Lecturer in
Commercial Mediation,
CAS HEIG Yverdon

2009-2022 Lecturer at
the MIDS Master in
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International Dispute
Settlements, Graduate
Institute HEI Geneva

2009-2017 Lecturer in
Commercial Mediation,
Diploma and Master of
Arts in International
Trading, Commodity
Finance and Shipping,
HEC Geneva.

2009-2017 Lecturer in
Commercial Mediation,
Master in International
Trade law, Contracts
and Dispute resolution,
University of Torino and
IUSE, ITC-ILO in
collaboration with
UNCITRAL

2011-2018 Lecturer in
Mediation Advocacy,
ECAV Ecole
d'Avocature, Geneva

2013 Lecturer in
Mediation Advocacy,
Master's program in
commercial mediation,
BUCERIUS Law School,
Hamburg

M�mb�rships
Swiss Bar Association (SAV)

Geneva Bar Association
(ODAGE)

UIA Union Internationale
des Avocats

International Bar
Association (IBA)

ABA International Section

Swiss Chamber for
Commercial Mediation

Swiss Arbitration
Association (ASA)

Arbitral Women

Geneva Business Law
Association (AIBL)

PEOPLE

https://www.sav-fsa.ch/de/home.html
https://www.odage.ch/
https://www.uianet.org/en
https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/international_law/
https://skwm.ch/fr/
https://www.swissarbitration.org/
https://www.arbitralwomen.org/
https://www.aibl.ch/
https://www.insol.org/Focus-Groups/Mediation-Group
https://www.altenburger.ch/people
https://www.altenburger.ch/


INSOL Insolvency
Practitioners and
Insolvency Mediator

UN Global Mediation Panel
for UNDP, UNFPA,
UNICEF, UNOPS, and UN-
Women

IMI International Academy
of Mediators

European Advisory Board
of CPR ADR - International
Institute for Conflict
Prevention & Resolution
NYC

International Academy of
Mediators IAM, Canada

Center for Mediation and
Law, Russia

Rankin�s
Who's Who Legal - National
Leader - Switzerland -
Restructuring & Insolvency 2022

"Bir�it Samb�th Glasn�r is a
r�v�r�d for h�r top-notch on
hi�h-profil� insolv�ncy disput�s
at hom� and abroad. "

Who's Who Legal - Thought
Leaders Global Elite -
Switzerland - Mediation 2022

Bir�it Samb�th �njoys a st�llar
r�putation as "a vastly
�xp�ri�nc�d comm�rcial
m�diator" who "sits "at th� v�ry
top of th� list".

Legalcommunity Awards
Switzerland 2022 - Lawyer of
the Year – Dispute Resolution

"Appr�ciat�d by th� mark�t for
th� �xp�ri�nc� and in-d�pth
knowl�d�� of arbitration matt�rs.
Th� prof�ssional is to all int�nts
and purpos�s on� of th� icons in
h�r fi�ld."

Who's Who Legal - National
Leader - Switzerland -
Restructuring & Insolvency 2021
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Who's Who Legal: Thought
Leader – Switzerland –
Mediation 2021

“Bir�it Samb�th Glasn�r is a
pr�sti�ious fi�ur� in dom�stic
and int�rnational m�diation with
�xp�rtis� spannin� from
comm�rcial disput�s to criminal
matt�rs.”

Who's Who Legal: Global
Leader – Mediation 2020

Endors�m�nts
IMI Feedback

“Bir�it Samb�th Glasn�r has
consist�ntly b��n rat�d at
P�rformanc� L�v�l 5 by th�
Parti�s for whom sh� has act�d
as a m�diator as w�ll as th�ir
attorn�ys. All of th� parti�s would
r�comm�nd h�r as a m�diator, a
fact born� out by th� numb�r of
th�m willin� to us� h�r a�ain and
som� to provid� a r�f�r�nc� to
parti�s consid�rin� th�
�n�a��m�nt of Bir�it as a
m�diator in th� futur�. Costs
w�r� wid�ly r�port�d as
r�asonabl� and within
int�rnational standards. Thus, a
v�ry hi�h d��r�� of satisfaction
was r�port�d.”

“Bir�it has a quick �rasp of all th�
und�rlyin� issu�s and sh�
�xplor�s th� valu�s with pati�nc�.
H�r skills in s�ttin� up and
providin� an ad�quat�
�nvironm�nt for a constructiv�
dialo�u� is particularly r�fl�ct�d,
as w�ll as h�r pati�nc� and
fl�xibility, to��th�r with h�r
ability to calm down individual
s�nsitiviti�s and to pr�v�nt th�
�scalation of disput�s. Sh� is
d�scrib�d as havin� a sound
common s�ns� and b�in�
confid�nt, pra�matic as w�ll as
solution ori�nt�d. Sh� tri�s to
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k��p n��otiators focus�d on k�y
issu�s and futur� int�r�sts.”

“Bir�it calmly d�als with
stal�mat�s and sh� is d��m�d to
b� particularly h�lpful in
clarifyin� and structurin� th�
disput� r�solution proc�ss�s,
mana�in� th� parti�s
�xp�ctations and assistin� th�m
to “tak� a st�p back”. Humanistic
and �mpath�tic, sh� us�s all h�r
p�rsonal skills, notably th�
list�nin� skills, to a ��nuin�ly
carin� attitud�, and for b�in� an
�xc�ll�nt list�n�r and v�ry skill�d
communicator.”

“Havin� liv�d all h�r lif� in a multi-
cultural, - prof�ssional and -
lin�uistic �nvironm�nt, sh�
handl�s w�ll cultural diff�r�nc�s,
wh�th�r ��o�raphic v�ry human
and �mpath�tic, sh� has a sp�cial
way to build trust with th�
parti�s. Sh� was r�port�d as
b�in� committ�d, havin� a
��nuin�ly carin� attitud� but, at
th� sam� tim�, also b�in� abl� to
stay firm if n��d�d.”

“Bir�it has a brilliant mind, abl� to
catch imm�diat�ly what is r�ally
at stak� and has a sp�cial way to
calmly but firmly h�lp parti�s to
find th�ir way out of th� conflict.
All th� m�diations sh� has
conduct�d w�r� r�port�d as
b�in� s�ttl�d in a v�ry short
tim�.”

Furth�r Publications

Download Full List (PDF)

Lat�st Blo� Posts

Interview: La créativité est
intrinsèquement liée à la
profession d’avocat
by Bir�it Samb�th
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Interview: Die Pandemie
akzentuiert die Diskussion
der Gleichstellung
by Bir�it Samb�th

Commentaire romand on
the "Loi sur les services
financiers"
by Bir�it Samb�th

Interview: Die
Pandemielage hat der
Justiz den Spiegel
vorgehalten
by Bir�it Samb�th
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